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GOVERNMENT PROCUREMENT — DEBARMENT REGIME 

Statement by Minister for Finance 

DR A.D. BUTI (Armadale — Minister for Finance) [12.05 pm]: I rise to inform the house that from 1 January 2022, 
Western Australia will become the first state in Australia to have a debarment regime in place for government 
contractors and suppliers. The debarment regime builds on the state government’s significant procurement reforms 
and is part of a range of commitments the government has made towards ethical procurement. Dodgy business 
practices have no place in government contracting. Businesses that behave unethically can undermine fair competition, 
which has flow-on impacts to workers and wider economic growth. Under these reforms, which are the first of their 
kind in Australia, business operators that engage in illegal activity can be banned from tendering for government 
projects or have current contracts cancelled. 

The regime will apply to suppliers who supply and subcontract to supply goods, services, community services and 
works to the Western Australian government. It will also apply to suppliers and subcontractors who propose to 
supply to the state. The debarment regime will cover a range of offences, including fraud, bribery and corruption. 
It will also cover noncompliance with legislation that protects workers, including occupational health and safety 
legislation and industrial laws, giving greater protection to workers engaged in government projects or contracts. 
In the worst cases of wrongdoing, suppliers or contractors can be excluded from supplying to government for 
five years.  

The debarment regime will ensure that suppliers can operate on a level playing field and do not need to adjust their 
own business practices to compete with competitors who are engaging in illegal activities. It will also mean that 
state government agencies can act with increased confidence in working with suppliers who are not debarred, and 
will ensure that public funds are protected from contributing to the criminal activity of unethical suppliers. 

I would like to thank all those who participated in the consultation process, including unions, industry representatives 
and individual businesses, and look forward to continuing to engage with them on the implementation of these 
important regulations. 
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